
CCaarree  ffeeeess  aarree  aa  ccoonnssttaanntt  ssoouurrccee  ooff
ccoonncceerrnn  aanndd  II  rreeccoommmmeenndd  sseeeekkiinngg
iinnddeeppeennddeenntt  aaddvviiccee  ––  hhoowweevveerr,,  tthhiiss
wweeeekk  II  aamm  aannsswweerriinngg  ssoommee  ooff  tthhee  mmoosstt
ccoommmmoonnllyy  aasskkeedd  qquueessttiioonnss::    

Q..  WWhhoo  qquuaalliiffiieess  ffoorr  llooccaall  aauutthhoorriittyy  ((LL..AA..))
aassssiissttaannccee??

AA.. If you have been assessed as needing a care
home place and your capital is below £23,000
(the upper means tested threshold) you should
be entitled to financial support from the L. A.  If
you have capital below £14,000 (the lower
means tested threshold) you will be entitled to
maximum support, contributing your income
less £21.90 retained for personal expenses.
With capital between £14,000 and £23,000,
you will have a capital tariff of £1 per week for
each £250 between these two figures.  Capital
includes the value of  your home unless
occupied by your spouse, civil partner or
partner; a relative aged over sixty years or
incapacitated; or a child under sixteen years
who you maintain.

QQ..  IIff  II  aamm  bbeeiinngg  ffuunnddeedd  bbyy  tthhee  LL..  AA..  ddoo  II  hhaavvee  aa
cchhooiiccee  ooff  ccaarree  hhoommee??

AA.. Yes, but it must be suitable for your
assessed needs, comply with any terms and
conditions set by the L. A. and not cost any
more than they would usually pay for someone
with your needs.  

QQ..  WWhhaatt  iiff  tthhee  ccaarree  hhoommee  II  cchhoooossee  ccoossttss  mmoorree
tthhaann  tthhee  LL..  AA..  wwiillll  ppaayy??

AA.. The L. A. will allow a third party to top up if
they are able to do so over the longer term.
You are not allowed to top up yourself from
capital below £23,000.

QQ..  WWiillll  tthhee  LL..AA..  ppaayy  mmyy  ffeeeess  wwhhiillsstt  II  sseellll  mmyy
hhoommee??

AA.. If, apart from your home,  your other capital
is below £23,000, the L. A. will help with the
first twelve weeks of permanent care.  Beyond
that period, any help will be charged against
the value of your home, and recovered from the
eventual proceeds. 

Jenny Brading is a Solicitor & Trust and Estates
Practitioner and a member of the Solicitors for
the Elderly.

DDiirreecctt  ddiiaall  0011993344  663377993311
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