
QQ..  MMyy  MMootthheerr  hhaass  bbeeeenn  iinn  aa  nnuurrssiinngg  hhoommee  ffoorr
ssoommee  ttiimmee,,  rreecceennttllyy  sshhee  wwaass  aaddmmiitttteedd  ttoo
hhoossppiittaall  ffoolllloowwiinngg  aa  ssttrrookkee  aanndd  II  hhaavvee  nnooww
bbeeeenn  ttoolldd  tthhaatt  sshhee  rreeqquuiirreess  ssiiggnniiffiiccaanntt  eexxttrraa
ccaarree  iiss  iitt  ttrruuee  tthhaatt  sshhee  mmaayy  qquuaalliiffyy  ttoo  hhaavvee  hheerr
ffeeeess  ppaaiidd  aass  aa  rreessuulltt??
AA.. I assume from your question that your
Mother has been paying her own nursing
home fees until she was admitted to hospital.
It is correct that in certain circumstances
some individuals may have their fees paid
irrespective of the savings that they have.
This type of funding is known as NHS
continuing healthcare.  It is a package of care
arranged and funded solely by the NHS for
individuals outside hospital who have
ongoing healthcare needs.  Eligibility is not
dependent upon a particular diagnosis or
condition.  What is relevant is that the primary
need is shown to be a health need.
Before your Mother leaves hospital she will be
assessed using what is known as the
Checklist Tool.  If this indicates that your
Mother may be entitled to NHS continuing
healthcare then the Primary Care Trust (PCT)
(a public body responsible for commissioning
the best possible health care for everyone
resident within its boundaries) will be
contacted and a further assessment carried
out by a multidisciplinary team.  This team will
use a "decision Support Tool" which will look
at 11 different types of need such as mobility,
communication nutrition and behaviour. After
this assessment the multidisciplinary team
will make a recommendation to the PCT.
If your Mother is awarded NHS continuing
healthcare this will be reviewed after three
months and thereafter at least once a year.
You can ask the PCT to reconsider their
decision.  If funding is refused.
This is a complex area and I suggest that you
seek legal advice before your Mother's
assessment takes place.
Jenny Brading is a Solicitor & Trust and
Estates Practitioner and a member of
Solicitors for the Elderly.
DDiirreecctt  ddiiaall  0011993344  663377993311
bbrraaddiinngg@@ppoowweellllssllaaww..ccoomm
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