
QQ..  MMyy  DDaauugghhtteerr  iinn  LLaaww  hhaass  tthhrreeee  cchhiillddrreenn
ffrroomm  aa  pprreevviioouuss  mmaarrrriiaaggee  aanndd  ttwwoo  mmoorree
cchhiillddrreenn  bbyy  mmyy  SSoonn..  MMyy  WWiiffee  aanndd  II  aarree  vveerryy
cclloossee  ttoo  aallll  ooff  tthhee  cchhiillddrreenn  aanndd  iinn  oouurr  WWiillllss
hhaavvee  lleefftt  aa  ggiifftt  ooff  mmoonneeyy  ttoo  eeaacchh  ooff  oouurr
GGrraannddcchhiillddrreenn..  AA  ffrriieenndd  ooff  mmiinnee  hhaass  ttoolldd  mmee
tthhaatt  tthhiiss  mmaayy  nnoott  pprroovviiddee  ffoorr  tthheemm  aallll  --  iiss  tthhiiss
ttrruuee  aanndd  iiff  ssoo  wwhhaatt  sshhoouulldd  II  ddoo??

AA.. Yes, your friend is correct. If your Will
leaves the gift of money, known as a legacy,
"to each of your Grandchildren", this will only
be effective to the children of your son - it
does not include step grandchildren but
would include any adopted grandchildren.
The children of your Daughter in Law's
previous marriage are step grandchildren  and
are not grandchildren within the legal
definition unless your son has adopted them.
If he has not, your three step grandchildren
would not inherit from you.

In order for these children to inherit you will
need to formally change your Will. You cannot
simply amend your existing Will by writing the
changes on it. There are very strict rules for
amending an existing Will which in practice
are difficult to get right. By making handmade
amendments to your existing Wills you could
invalidate the gift in question, in the worst
case scenario, make your entire Will invalid. 

To ensure that these children do receive their
legacy my advice is that you should make a
new Will or, if these are the only changes, a
codicil can be made. This is a supplement to
an existing Will which is read in conjunction
with it. I would suggest that you contact a
Solicitor who specialises in these matters.
With the recent changes to Inheritance Tax, it
may well be a good idea to review your Will in
any event. 

Jenny Brading is a Solicitor & Trust and
Estates Practitioner and a member of
Solicitors for the Elderly.
DDiirreecctt  ddiiaall  0011993344  663377993311
bbrraaddiinngg@@ppoowweellllssllaaww..ccoomm
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