
QQ MMyy  hhuussbbaanndd  aanndd  II  hhaavvee  sseeppaarraatteedd..  WWee  hhaavvee  33
cchhiillddrreenn  wwhhoo  aarree  lliivviinngg  wwiitthh  mmee  iinn  tthhee  ffaammiillyy
hhoommee..  MMyy  hhuussbbaanndd  sseeeess  tthhee  cchhiillddrreenn  wwhheenn  hhee
ffeeeellss  lliikkee  iitt  wwhhiicchh  iiss  vveerryy  ddiissrruuppttiivvee..  WWee  ccaann''tt  ttaallkk
aabboouutt  aannyytthhiinngg..  WWee  hhaavvee  ddoonnee  nnootthhiinngg  aabboouutt
tthhee  hhoouussee  wwhhiicchh  iiss  iinn  oouurr  jjooiinntt  nnaammeess..  AA  ffrriieenndd
hhaass  ttoolldd  mmee  aabboouutt  mmeeddiiaattiioonn  bbuutt  II  aamm  wwoorrrriieedd
tthhaatt  iitt  wwiillll  bbee  aa  wwaayy  ttoo  ttrryy  aanndd  mmaakkee  uuss  ggeett  bbeecckk
ttooggeetthheerr..  WWhhaatt  iiss  mmeeddiiaattiioonn??

AA.. Mediation is not a form of marriage guidance.

Mediation is a way of trying to agree all aspects
of your separation – divorce, the arrangements
for the children and the financial aspects without
expensive and stressful contested court
proceedings. 

Mediation provides a private, safe place where
you and your husband can meet with a mediator
to try and resolve matters. The mediator will help
you to focus on the issues that need decisions.
Mediation is voluntary – the courts will not insist
on mediation, although they do encourage it and
will be insisting that from the beginning of April
anyone making an application to the Court with
regard to either the children or the financial
aspects of a family breakdown will have to
show, by obtaining a document from a mediator,
that they have considered mediation.

Mediators are impartial and do not judge. They
can make suggestions and give information
regarding possible ways forward to help you
reach agreement.

All discussions in mediation are confidential and
“without prejudice” ie they cannot be used in
court as evidence if the mediation is not
successful.

Mediation does not, however, replace legal
advice. It is important to be advised during the
mediation and to implement any mediated
agreement to ensure that it is binding.

Mediation is much cheaper than making an
application to the Court and you may be eligible
for legally funded mediation, in which case there
is no cost to you.

CCoonnttaacctt  SSiiaann  HHooppkkiinn  oonn  0011993344  662233550011  oorr
hhooppkkiinn@@ppoowweellllssllaaww..ccoomm  wwhhoo  iiss  aa  ttrraaiinneedd
mmeeddiiaattoorr
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