
Q Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet,
consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam
nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut

laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat.
Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud
exerci tation ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl
ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat.  Duis
autem vel eum iriure dolor in hendrerit in
vulputate velit esse molestie consequat, vel
illum dolore eu feugiat nulla facilisis at vero
eros et accumsan.

A Duis autem vel eum iriure dolor in
hendrerit in vulputate velit esse molestie
consequat, vel illum dolore eu feugiat nulla

facilisis at vero eros et accumsan et iusto odio
dignissim qui blandit praesent luptatum zzril
delenit augue duis dolore te feugait nulla facilisi.
Nam liber tempor cum soluta nobis eleifend
option congue nihil imperdiet doming id quod
mazim placerat facer possim assum.  Lorem
ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit,
sed diam nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut
laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat.  Ut
wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci
tation ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip
ex ea commodo consequat.  Duis autem vel eum
iriure dolor in hendrerit in vulputate velit esse
molestie conse quat, vel illum dolore eu feugiat
nulla facilisis at vero eros et accumsan et iusto
odio dignissim qui blandit praesent luptatum zzril
delenit augue duis dolore te feugait nulla facilisi.
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer
adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh euismod
tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat
volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis
nostrud exerci tation ullam corper suscipit
lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex ea comm odo
consequat.  Duis autem vel eum iriure dolor in
hen drerit in vulputate velit esse molestie conse
quat, vel illum dolore eu feugiat nulla facilisis at
vero eros et accumsan et iusto, consectetuer
adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh.
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My Aunt gave me a cheque for
£2,500 by way of gift and was most
insistent that I took it. Sadly she died
just 2 weeks later. I had overlooked

the cheque but following my Aunt’s death I
paid it into my bank account. It has been
rejected and I have been told by the person
handling my Aunt’s estate that I cannot now
be paid the money. Can this be true?

I regret to say that, unfortunately for
you, it is true. Once your Aunt’s bank
had been notified of her death, their
authority to pay her cheques ceased

and they would therefore return all cheques
presented to them after that unpaid. Since
the cheque was a gift, and not to pay a valid
debt, the gift fails. The situation would have
been no different if you had paid the cheque
into your account and it had not been
cleared before your Aunt’s death, but a day or
so after because, at the time, her bank were
unaware of her death . In such circumstances
the gift would not have been completed at the
time of your Aunt’s death as, technically
(however unlikely), she could have stopped
the cheque from clearing had she not died. In
such circumstances although the money
would have been in your account it would be
repayable to the Estate. 

By contrast if your cheque had been to pay a
debt and had not cleared the account until
after your Aunt’s death it would not have to
be repaid. Equally a valid debt, where a
cheque has not cleared, or payment not
made prior to death, remains payable from
the estate.

Your only hope would be to ask if the person
or persons entitled to inherit the residue of
your Aunt’s estate (all that remains after all
debts , expenses , tax and legacies have
been paid) could be approached to see if they
might be persuaded to honour your gift.

A

Q
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