
Q Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet,
consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam
nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut

laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat.
Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud
exerci tation ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl
ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat.  Duis
autem vel eum iriure dolor in hendrerit in
vulputate velit esse molestie consequat, vel
illum dolore eu feugiat nulla facilisis at vero
eros et accumsan.

A Duis autem vel eum iriure dolor in
hendrerit in vulputate velit esse molestie
consequat, vel illum dolore eu feugiat nulla

facilisis at vero eros et accumsan et iusto odio
dignissim qui blandit praesent luptatum zzril
delenit augue duis dolore te feugait nulla facilisi.
Nam liber tempor cum soluta nobis eleifend
option congue nihil imperdiet doming id quod
mazim placerat facer possim assum.  Lorem
ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit,
sed diam nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut
laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat.  Ut
wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci
tation ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip
ex ea commodo consequat.  Duis autem vel eum
iriure dolor in hendrerit in vulputate velit esse
molestie conse quat, vel illum dolore eu feugiat
nulla facilisis at vero eros et accumsan et iusto
odio dignissim qui blandit praesent luptatum zzril
delenit augue duis dolore te feugait nulla facilisi.
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer
adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh euismod
tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat
volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis
nostrud exerci tation ullam corper suscipit
lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex ea comm odo
consequat.  Duis autem vel eum iriure dolor in
hen drerit in vulputate velit esse molestie conse
quat, vel illum dolore eu feugiat nulla facilisis at
vero eros et accumsan et iusto, consectetuer
adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh.

Stephen Soper is a Partner and Solicitor in the
Commercial and Property Department. 
Direct dial 01934 637 915 / soper@powellslaw.com

Your Legal
Questions
Stephen Soper
Partner & Solicitor

QI am a farmer and have been   approached by
a company which wants to put solar panels in
one of my fields to take advantage of the

Government's Feed In Tariff Scheme. They want
me to enter into a contract and a lease.  Is there
anything I should look out for?

ACommercial operators are keen to take
advantage of the guaranteed payments (linked
to RPI) for electricity supplied to the National

Grid for a period of 25 years.  The best rates apply
to schemes commissioned before April 2012
resulting in a rush by commercial operators to get
land owners to sign up to agreements. 

Things to consider are:-

• Exclusivity agreements lasting for more 
than 3 months 

• The track record of the operator
• The likelihood of obtaining planning 

permission
• Can you instruct your own independent 

Solicitor and Surveyor to advise you and are 
their fees being paid to a reasonable level? 
Beware of operators who will only pay fees if
you go to their chosen firms 

• Does the operator have the right to 
extend the agreement?

• Is the land subject to a mortgage?

With regard to the lease consider:-

• What provision is there for rent review 
given the lease is likely to last for 25 years?

• What is the precise area of land to be leased?  
• Does the operator have the right to break 

the lease?
• Can the operator renew the lease?
• Are there any restrictions on the use of 

your retained land?
• Is there an obligation on the operator to 

remove the equipment at the end of the 
lease?

• Is any tax payable or any tax relief affected?
• Is there any effect on Single Farm Payment?

There are many traps for the unwary and
professional advice is essential.
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