
Q Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet,
consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam
nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut

laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat.
Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud
exerci tation ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl
ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat.  Duis
autem vel eum iriure dolor in hendrerit in
vulputate velit esse molestie consequat, vel
illum dolore eu feugiat nulla facilisis at vero
eros et accumsan.

A Duis autem vel eum iriure dolor in
hendrerit in vulputate velit esse molestie
consequat, vel illum dolore eu feugiat nulla

facilisis at vero eros et accumsan et iusto odio
dignissim qui blandit praesent luptatum zzril
delenit augue duis dolore te feugait nulla facilisi.
Nam liber tempor cum soluta nobis eleifend
option congue nihil imperdiet doming id quod
mazim placerat facer possim assum.  Lorem
ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit,
sed diam nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut
laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat.  Ut
wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci
tation ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip
ex ea commodo consequat.  Duis autem vel eum
iriure dolor in hendrerit in vulputate velit esse
molestie conse quat, vel illum dolore eu feugiat
nulla facilisis at vero eros et accumsan et iusto
odio dignissim qui blandit praesent luptatum zzril
delenit augue duis dolore te feugait nulla facilisi.
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer
adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh euismod
tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat
volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis
nostrud exerci tation ullam corper suscipit
lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex ea comm odo
consequat.  Duis autem vel eum iriure dolor in
hen drerit in vulputate velit esse molestie conse
quat, vel illum dolore eu feugiat nulla facilisis at
vero eros et accumsan et iusto, consectetuer
adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh.

Jenny Brading is a Solicitor & Trust and Estates
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My father recently died leaving a
house, some shares and savings.
My mother died 2 years ago and
everything passes to me under

his Will. I have done some research on
the internet and realise that I will need
a grant of Probate. I understand that  I
can apply for this myself – is this right
and are there any risks?

It is perfectly possible to apply for
probate and deal with the
administration of your father’s Estate
without seeing a lawyer but this is

not without risks.
Many professionally drafted wills contain
trusts to save tax, to avoid those who
inherit paying care fees or losing benefits,
or to avoid the likelihood of potential
disputes.  I often have people who return
to seek advice when they have made a
mistake or find the paperwork too tricky.
People are not always aware of the
complexities and assume probate work is
straightforward. It is true that it can be, but
it is just as true that sometimes it is not. In
all but the most straightforward cases, I
recommend seeking timely specialist
legal advice.  An experienced practitioner
will be able to highlight the varying issues
and options, focus upon the important
considerations and signpost any dangers.
Not only will this enable you to assess
whether the task is within your
capabilities, but it may actually save you
money and worry.
Many Firms offer to work in partnership
with the deceased’s family to help and
support them with the legal and technical
work. 
There are a number of issues that may be
relevant with regard to your father’s Estate
– Inheritance Tax: if chargeable this can be
reduced or avoided by submitting a claim
to transfer any unused nil rate band from
your late mother’s Estate?; Capital Gains
Tax :if likely to arise on the sale of any
assets and what steps may assist in
reducing this?
Saving fees does not always save money.
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